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CONSTITUTION

Of the former class the Constitution of
the United States is the greatest example.
Of the latter the constitution of Great
Britain is typical. In the British system of
government Parliament is supreme. Its
decrees form a large part of the constitu-
tion of the Empire; but the constitution
also contains or includes:

(1)  Important treaties, such as the acts of
union    with    Scotland     (1707)     and    Ireland
(1800).

(2)  Decrees   of   the   executive   which   have
been approved or given silent consent until
they form a part of the administrative sys-
tem of the country.

(3)  Agreements, declarations and compacts
made between the monarch and the people or
Parliament, such as the Magna Charta (1215),
the Declaration of Rights  (1689), the Act of
Settlement (1701).

(4)  The   great  body  of  the  common   law;
(5)   many  practical methods and means  de-
vised for carrying on  government activities,
but not having the  direct legal sanction of
any competent authority.

The Constitution of the United States
differs in one important respect from the
constitutions of the states of the union.
The former formed a new government of
enumerated or delegated powers, the
source of authority being the states. The
state constitutions are hut instruments
placing restrictions upon the powers of gov-
ernment already existing. See CONSTITU-
TION" OF THE UKITED STATES; UNITED
STATES, subhead Government; SUPREME
COURT.

CONSTITUTION, THE, the most famous
vessel in the history of the American
navy. It was launched October 20, 1797,
but was not equipped until the following
year. In the war with the Barbary powers
it was Commander Preble's flagship and
took part in several bombardments of Trip-
oli, la July, 1812, under the command
of Captain Isaac Hull, it engaged in a
spirited race with a British squadron and
escaped. On August 19 it fought a famous
battle with the Guerriere, an English"
frigate under Captain Dacres, off Cape Bace.
It left the British vessel a total wreck after
a contest of a half-hour. In 1828 the Con-
stitution was condemned as unseaworthy
and was ordered to be destroyed, but popu-
lar sentiment, aroused partly by Holmes's
poem, Old Ironsides, compelled the aban-
donment of the project, and the Constitution
was rebuilt in 1833. It was put out of com-
mission in 1855, was again partially rebuilt

in 1877 and was stored at the Boston Navy
Yard in 1S97. The Constitution was restored
to its original design in 1931 and recommis-
sioned in the United States Navy.

CONSTITUTIONAL UNION FAETY, a
name assumed by a remnant of the Whig
party in the South in the election of I860,
It nominated John Bell of Tennessee for
President and Edward Everett of Massa-
chusetts for Yice-President. Its platform
announced no definite principles regarding
the slavery controversy, but claimed to rec-
ognize "no political principle but the Con-
stitution of the country, the union of the
states and the enforcement of laws." It re-
ceived no support in the North, but carried
the border states of Kentucky; Tennessee and
Virginia. See POLITICAL PARTIES nr THE
UNITED STATES.

IDESTITUTION OF THE
UNITED STATES, the
supreme fundamental law
of the United States of
America, by which all
powers of the national
government are estab-
lished and limited. The
objects for which it was
written and adopted are
completely covered in the
Preamble:

"We, the people of the
United States, in order to
form a more perfect
union, establish, justice,
insure domestic tran-

______quillity,   provide   for   the

common defence, promote the general wel-
fare, and secure the blessings of liberty to
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the United
States of America."

The states, after the Revolutionary War,
had been loosely held together by the Articles
of Confederation (see CONFEDERATION, AKTI-
OLES OF). The Articles had not been in
operation for a year before it was evident
that they were in many respects defective
as the fundamental law of the states. To
remedy them a convention of delegates of
all the states was frequently suggested.
Such a demand was even made by various
state legislatures between 1781 and 1786. In
the latter year a resolution of the legislature
of Virginia brought together a convention
representing a number of states for the pur-
pose of considering ways and means of ad-
vancing the commercial interests of the

